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& foTT JT 37TaRT e | SR WA fR1eTT yorredy & 7
& 1Y YT Y TSI AT| 31757 T fRreM Wifderarg §
ST BT Fehdl §, TG 74 o <nifd & &1 fazg 7 e1ifa
Gl

SEIGARY TOUTH 31| A T dich gaT A 319 2Aifd &
¥ 4 U BT o ARy weled § smeanfaics Tosi
P IAT &b fT NIRTHNTS DY 41413 34T T &
HTEGH ¥ 7T Ueh EX ¥ 3[3d & oifch 318 ol 31 dhael
BT FATAT, R AT T TecA-T A8 &1 5 T 7 { geg
T HTIAT A AT ! TG Y aRE YHTIId HeAT| *Mifd 77
& IR € AT § T 31T 39 GHSH T ST g

o1 3T feifies & dRIGRT fAerd (TU3R) ot € dt
AT A HTITEd T 3R Yeer’ R aleid gU ehgr feb 1T
FAFARTHSR &, 79 F a1 Y ApA & AT 1T T 918
3aAF &1 o FWT Fgd & fob (1:8¢g 79 fadfeid g,
Wfehd FARAR 9 & 39 FRR a1 51T HehdT 8| a3,
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B TR 3=ROT 31R & § Theaar grft dT €1 89 Ueh 31
AR IR ITIRA
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WRA Y PRI fThM & & § 3m7 9¢ a7 & 3R Fheret
G @ SeErRfietdr HETeT ST Yeael JATT ] geR
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IR T T 3reAerdT Ufeotdh Rl AIETSe 3% gfear
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TEl, 9 WA U9 IRAR Hed1oT fGHTT, TeT Jeol &
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INTERVIEW

You have to work in the field with

hook and crook- Ms. Indu Dang

Ms. Indu Dang

First Cameraperson of Doordarshan

Ms. Indu Dang, In-charge of Doordarshan
News, received the PRSI National Award
2023, being India's first woman
cameraperson, for her outstanding
contributions to the field of Mass
Communication.

She completed her engineering with a
specialization in radars and earned a
master's in journalism and mass
communication from IGNOU. Ms. Dang
joined as a camera person at Doordarshan
and rose to the highest position in the
department. She has led the department
for more than 5 years, including the
challenging Covid-19 period. She
completed a diploma course from FTII
Pune and from ISRO Ahmedabad in
camera.

Interviewed by Dr. Anshula Garg

RESERVED

How has the receipt of the PRSI
National Award contributed to your
personal and professional growth?

I have received the Sadbhavna Award and
other awards. PRSI is an institute that values
people based on merit. Being a
cameraperson is a highly professional field.
You need to invest in your work and then
reap the rewards. The award is recognition
for the work you have done, and I am gaining
alotinmy field.

Can you elaborate on the specific
challenges you faced?

The field itself is full of challenges because
working in the field is not easy. You have to
work in severe heat and cold. Regardless of
the situation, you have to complete your
work and tasks, even during different work
and positions. Everything is new and
challenging every day. Challenges are
significant; you need to have an attitude
about when and how much to capture. In 2 to
3 minutes, you have to complete the entire
task. When I started, there were only
agencies and Doordarshan. But now, more
than 100 people are present when you go.
You need muscle power and your own
personal space to cover the event.
Everybody wants to capture the same event,
and the challenge is to get the best shot.
There is also the challenge of being a
woman. Despite being a woman in the field,
we earn respect. In the committee, we have
worked and struggled with SPG. You have to
get your work done by hook or crook. There
was a time when Bill Gates came, and there
was a call with the IT minister. I was there,

and Doordarshan had a much bigger and
heavier camera than others. Many people
were there, more than 200. I said I have to
leave, but others said no. Then I saw there
was some railing and a wooden object, so |
placed the camera there, took a chair, and
stood somewhere else to do the reporting. So
every day, you have to make instant
decisions. Currently, I can count the number
of women in the field, especially in
videography and photography, on my
fingers. In many professions like defense,
aviation, doctors, lawyers, there are many
women, but in this field, the number of
women is limited. So, equality is not seen in
this field.

Would you like to inspire other girls to
pursue a career in Mass Communication
as a Cameraperson?

Yes, definitely. When I entered this field, 1
didn't know I was the first woman getting
into this field. I got selected for this job. At
that time, telegram technology was
prevalent when I joined FTII. We are
professionals, and I have done my course in
electronics and telecommunication, and this
field is about photography, which is quite
different. They got us selected and guided us
to reach FTII Pune. There, we received the
initial and official training, and then from
different stations, we worked with different
national broadcasters.

Lastly, Ms. Indu Dang highlighted the
importance of instant decision-making
in her profession. Can you provide more
insights into her experiences?

The first challenge is that it is not a white-
collar job. It should be clear in your mind
that you have to face any situation.
Sometimes we experience the luxury of a 7-
star environment and sometimes the
simplicity of Jhuggis. You have to face the
consequences; it is not always glamorous.
But in the end, you will be much satisfied
because you are the people who show the
world all about incidents through the lens.
Today is the world of visualization. If you
have one visual, you can create a story. [f you
don't have a visual, you can narrate. You are
the person who witnesses the people. During
a cricket match, you watch from home on
TV. There are 15 cameras, providing all the
angles. In the cricket field, we used to watch
the ball and then the screen. This is what the
camera angle is, a very vital part, and it is
very recognized."
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Cross checking of facts is part of
Journalist’s DNA- Himanshu Shekhar
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Himanshu Shekhar Mishra works as a
Senior Editor (Political & Current Affairs)
in New Delhi Television Limited (NDTV
India). He covers Government of India,
Parliament and Indian Politics. He also
visited Kabul in August, 2005 to cover
former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s
first official visit to Afghanistan. While
covering the India-Afghanistan Summit,
he produced special reports on India’s
strategic interest in post-Taliban
Afghanistan and India’s support to the
post-war reconstruction and rehabilitation
work there.

Interviewed by Poornima Jaimini

How influential is PR in shaping media
narratives during a crisis?

Remember whenever there was a crisis covid 19
pandemic the flow of information hindered
because of the lockdown. Offices were closed.
means of communication have declined. It is not
possible to have meetings with stakeholders.

So that was the time when for even a government
officer is working from home. Very often they
don't know what is happening in our company
because the flow of communication within
companies had got disrupted during locked
down. People were living in isolation in their
homes and working from home. So that was the
time when publication officers became the most
critical notes from where the information was
coming to us. The CMD or the CEO of a
company who directly brief a public relation
officer and he would then communicate the right
information to us. The flow of information after a
few days when people settle down the flow of
information. Publication officials were playing a
very important role in facilitating the flow of
information as to how let's say ITCs is with
coping up with the crisis or how Different
corporate giants are taking steps to actually help
the nation in this time of crisis. So, PR plays a
very important in that situation.

Do you believe there are potential conflicts
between the need for accurate reporting and
the pressures imposed by PR tactics during
crises?

I don't think because no PR exercise can work on
ground effectively if it doesn't correspond to
sharing content which is truthful. It's very
important to understand that PR professionals,
journalists and media professionals are very
important stakeholders in a democracy.

The kind of relationship, trust, interface, the
degree of engagement they have actually
conditions how good, positive and constructive
information actually disseminates in the society.
It's only through the PR that they try and
communicate with journalist and then once I trust
you, I communicate that with the nation. so this
flow of communication is a pipeline which is
based on trust, which is based on mutual respect
and there is an understanding that you were
sharing some information then it is in national
interest and in their company's interest and it is
truthful. That is why I said in my presentation
also that Ajit Pathak at one time with a very
important official in my life because he
represented the official version of what was
Indian oil's stand on a given issue. So, If he tells
me the ABCDEF, I would say this is what the

Indian Oil thinks about the petrol prices, whether
it should go up or go down, she's very important
to me. I think there is no conflict. In fact, there
should be a better synergy between via
professionals and media to ensure that more
positive and constructive information reaches the
society which is more useful for the society.

How do journalists navigate these challenges
journalists navigate these challenges?
Journalist navigates these challenges through
experience and networks. I have a right to speak
to you, I have a right to speak to her but I also
have a right to speak to her. I also have a right to
speak to other officials. So cross checking of facts
is something as a part of my DNA as a journalist.
If something is marvel mighty and yet if you tell
me ABCD is happening until and unless, I have
known you for many years. [ will always try to
cross-check with other people whether this is
happening or not happening. This is part of my
news gathering protocol, it's not related to a PR
professional but I have my own protocol that I've
mentioned also in my presentation that I have to
be able to keep my eyes in the eyes open all the
time. So I have to be truthful. Ultimately when
NDTV network broadcasts a news I am
responsible for it.

How do you foresee the future dynamics
between PR agencies and disaster journalism
evolving, considering the technological
investment and changing media landscapes?
Very important because, especially in the post
disaster phase, where corporates are now being
seen as a very important player in reconstruction
and rehabilitation work. So if there's a better
synergy between a reporter on ground zero in a
disaster affected area and a PR professionals
trying to gather news as to how and they should
shape their corporate social responsibility
strategies in terms of the needs of the affected
people. You have to have first the primary
information about what is happening in ground
zero. What is the nature of loss? How many
people have been affected? How they have been
affected? That will help you frame your CSR
strategies in a far more constructive way, so they
are also if there is a better synergy between
journalists working in a disaster zone and PR
professionals working for their companies,
giving them the right input as to what exactly is
the nature of intervention required considering
the losses in a given disaster zone, more
productive outcomes will come. They will have
far more effective which can be enough put in
place implemented on the ground.
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